
Homily for thirtieth Sunday, October 23, 2022 

While serving the Catholic community of Frankfort several years ago, I once greeted a group of inmates from the Mid-

State Correctional facility in Central New York, who were on hand to paint the church. Each one was convicted of a crime 

in court. Among their offenses were shoplifting, drug dealing, battery, armed robbery and burglary. 

A member of my parish staff suggested that I gather them together for prayer before they began their daily work. It was 

a good idea and I complied. When I intoned the words, “Let us pray”, the men bowed their heads, making no eye 

contact with me. They assumed the posture of prayerful, repentant sinners. 

I was strangely move by the sight of their humility. Seldom in my years of priestly ministry have I witnessed such 

profound and deep reverence, even among my parishioners. 

In Our Lord’s parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector we are offered a stark contrast on how to approach God in 

prayer. Bear in mind, that the tax collector was not popular with anyone in first century Israel. He worked for a foreign 

government and collected taxes from his own people. He was considered a pariah, a traitor to his own people. In terms 

of the Jewish faith, he was religiously unclean, and therefore unfit for worship in the Temple.  

In the nineteenth century English artist Sir John Everett Millais’s depiction of the parable, the tax collector shields 

himself from the rest of the congregation by standing behind a pillar, his head bowed. With his two clenched fists he 

beats his breast, acknowledging his sinfulness. Not so the Pharisee whose head is unbowed. 

The Pharisee, on the other hand, is a lay scholar and an influential member of the Jewish community. He is respected. 

His one flaw is that he is condescending toward others. In the parable he prays to himself: “”O God, I thank you that I am 

not like the rest of humanity---- greedy, dishonest, adulterous--- or even like this tax collector. (Lk. 18:11). The Pharisee 

boasts of the company he does not keep. He does not associate with thieves, adulterers and, yes, tax collectors. Yet they 

were precisely the company that Jesus kept during his ministry. 

Do we not have a tendency to compare ourselves we other people. We look for reasons to set ourselves above them. By 

demeaning them we elevate ourselves. 

But all of us are in need of the Divine Mercy! 

A story: Sometime in 1995 I was a participant in an orientation program at St. Peter’s Hospital, where I would eventually 

serve as a chaplain. One afternoon was asked to visit a group of addicts at the Saint Peter’s Addiction and Recovery 

Center, where they were in a group therapy session. As soon as I walked into the room, one of the addicts shouted. 

“Everybody, put out your cigarettes. Father is here.”  

I was a little embarrassed. If only he knew of the many priests who shared his weakness for cigarettes. I’ve known many 

chain-smoking priests over the years. 

As we learn in the Old Testament Book of Psalms, “the Lord will not spurn a humble and contrite heart”. 

In today’s first reading from the Book of Sirach, we are assured by the inspired writer that” the prayer of the lowly 

pierces the clouds; it does not rest until it reaches its goal.” 

No one can boast in the presence of the Lord. 

Listen to the Words of St. Paul:  “And God chose the lowly and despised of the world, those who count for nothing to 

reduce to nothing those who are something so that no human being can boast before God.” 

Only the one who humbles himself will be exalted (Lk. 18:14)! 


